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TEN GELEIDE

Wildlife tracking skills are real and can be learned by anyone with
patience and persistence, especially if they hold a good guidebook to
help them get started. In short, tracking is the sum skills of identify-
ing and interpreting the physical signs animals leave in their wake.
For those of you who invest the time to be able to interpret footprints
and other signs, you will both become aware of and be able to find
the animals that surround you. Through tracking, you will engage in
real relationships with real animals in a real world.

I know of no better way than studying tracks and other signs to see
and experience the relationships between wildlife species, flora and
fauna, and the biotic and abiotic components of ecosystems. Tracking
grounds us in the natural history of a place, while simultaneously
highlighting the individual personalities and tendencies of different
animals. I encourage you to find purpose to learning tracking skills,
as purpose will push your skills to new levels. Hunting for meat,
hunting for photographs, search and rescue, education, wildlife
monitoring, wildlife research and conservation are but some of its
varied applications.

Guidebooks like this one that aid us in interpreting tracks and signs,
are vital contributions to human communities—they kindle love of
place, of wildlife, and make us aware of ecological health. Guidebooks
that unlock new worlds of experience for their readers are powerful
conservation tools when placed in the right hands. Myself, I own
123 tracking books from around the world. Each teaches me some-
thing, but I'm drawn to those that provide deep and comprehensive
information about the diversity of signs made by wildlife—the heavy
books, filled with details the casual natural historian might find dis-
interesting or even intimidating.

My own inspiration came from Preben Bang and Preben Dalhstrom’s
landmark guide, Collin’s Guide to Animal Tracks and Signs, first trans-
lated into English in 1974. At the time, it was the most comprehensive
guide to animal signs ever written. Since then, numerous authors
have strived to contribute something to the field, to expand to what
was shared by Bang and Dahlstrom. But it was decades before another
book came close to their comprehensive work. It was a full 50 years,
until this very moment in fact, that a guide to the wildlife tracks and
signs of Europe became available that truly surpassed them.



The paramount skill of the tracker, and indeed any field scientist
is humility. Know your limits. You will always find sign you will be
unable to interpret and you will always continue to make mistakes
in your interpretation regardless of your level of expertise. But take
solace in knowing that the best trackers in the world often make
mistakes. Tracking requires deliberate concentration and an atten-
tion to detail. The act of creating guidebooks to help others reliably
differentiate between similar footprints and other signs requires even
more focus, intensity, and tenacity than tracking itself, and a touch
of stubbornness as well. Few people can maintain the effort of will
required to produce something truly comprehensive.

Let me be the first to introduce you to Joscha Grolms. Joscha is all
of these things—focused, intense, and more. He is a passionate, pa-
tient and humble human being. His new guide to wildlife signs of
Europe sets a new standard and one to which all books following will
be compared. His illustrations are both beautiful and accurate. He
reveals details born of careful observation to help you differentiate
among the signs of very similar species, and a greater diversity of
animal footprints and signs than any other guide to the region. He
gathered the data needed to describe and illustrate the varied gaits
used by wildlife. He created thoughtful keys to lead readers to rele-
vant sections, so as to make his comprehensive work more accessible,
more useful. He selected around 1000 images of wildlife tracks and
other signs to provide visual aid in their interpretation. Joscha’s book
betrays both his obsession with and love for the subject. His work is
a gift not just to Europe but the entire world interested in natural
history, wildlife, animal tracking, and conservation.

In your hands you hold the most comprehensive guide to wildlife
tracks and signs of Europe ever produced. Appreciate the effort that
molded it. Appreciate the man. Thank you, Joscha, for your contri-
bution to the field.

Mark Elbroch, Master Tracker USA
Auteur van het boek Mammal Tracks and Signs:
A Guide to North American Species.

Meer over Mark Elbroch:
https://markelbroch.com



‘Elk contact laat een spoor achter.’

Edmond Locard, criminoloog en pionier van het forensisch onderzoek.

Veel wilde dieren zijn schuw en moeilijk te observeren, waardoor ze
vaak voor ons verborgen blijven. Maar ook al zien we ze zelden, ze
laten voortdurend hun sporen na. Sporen die we als verhalen kunnen
lezen en die ons een kijkje geven in de verborgen wereld van die die-
ren.

Verhalen en dieren fascineren me al sinds mijn vroege jeugd en toen
ik begin twintig in aanraking kwam met diersporen, werd ik gefas-
cineerd door de mogelijkheid om dierenverhalen van dichtbij te be-
leven. De schat aan informatie in één enkele voetafdruk en het feit
dat je zelfs met minuscule sporen een soort kunnen determineren,
maakten indruk op mij en ik leerde diersporen te volgen. Het in de



